5.  Mathematics is "small science."    Though collaboration among
2 or 3 researchers is not uncommon, large projects with many
researchers devoted to specific goals are relatively rare. Mathe-
matics thrives on the interaction of independent viewpoints and
different approaches.

6.  The health of the mathematical enterprise in the United States
hinges on the strength and vitality of the departments in the
leading research universities.

The following special factors have strongly influenced the pattern
of decay in the support of mathematical research that we perceive.

a)  It is now generally accepted that the impact of inflation is much
greater in labor-intensive enterprises than in the general economy.
The impact of declining resources and inflation has, therefore,
been most severe in mathematics.

b)  The universities as a whole are subject to the same effect, so
that the resources available to them as the main supporters of
mathematical research have dwindled proportionately.

c)  There has been no organization of mathematicians expressing
their discipline's support requirements for research. In sciences
needing large instruments or projects to achieve their scientific
goals, organized support has evolved and served effectively. But
in the small-scale individualistic atomosphere of mathematics, no
mechanism has evolved for calling attention to the alarming de-
cline in funding.

d) Inflexibility is inevitable when few funding agencies support math-
ematical research; investigators not supported by NSF, for exam-
ple, often have no place else to turn, unless their research has clear
potential relation to the goals of a mission-oriented agency.

e) The number of top-ranking graduate students seems to be declin-
ing, and many of them are from abroad.

f) The strength of some of the leading departments of mathematics
is being undermined by the lack of federal funding for research,
a lack that the universities cannot replace, especially in states
whose economies are suffering.
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